October 18, 2013

Youth Language and Literacy Readings

"The basic assumption of bi-dialectalism is that the prejudices of middle-class whites cannot be changed but must be accepted and indeed enforced on lesser breeds. Upward mobility, it is assumed, is the end of education, but white power will deny upward mobility to speakers of black English, who must therefore be made to talk white English in their contacts with the white world"- James Sledd, “Bi-Dialectalism: The Linguistics of White Supremacy” (1969)
“We regard words as coming from original being(a sacred spiritual being. The orator is coming from a place of prayer and as such attempts to be persuasive. Words are not objects to be wasted. They represent the accumulated knowledge, cultural values, the vision of an entire people or peoples" - Lee Maracle, Oratory: Coming to Theory (1990)
"The words you use can be read a dozen different ways: They can be funny and serious. They can be symbolic and literal. They can be nakedly obvious and subliminally effective at the same time. The art of rap is deceptive"- Jay Z, Decoded (2010)
“New English Education…represents a movement in adolescent literacy studies to situate English language arts (ELA) in the lives and realities of today’s youth. It is not a movement to replace the canon or the classics, but to complement them, to add to them in a way that makes today as significant as yesterday”- David E. Kirkland, “‘The Rose that Grew from the Concrete’: Postmodern Blackness and New English Education” (2008)
Guiding Questions

1) Reflect back on your childhood. Did you have a “traumatic” experience with language either with a teacher or at home? Did someone tell you that you weren’t speaking “correctly”? 

2 How do you define language? Literacy? 

3) What is your major takeaway from understanding the difference(s) between language varieties versus language disorders? 
4) How can we as educators include language varieties in our teaching practices, regardless of subject matter?   
5) What is the relationship between language and youth (culture)? 
6) How might having a language disorder impact a youth’s school and social experiences?

7) There is an overrepresentation of African American and Native American boys in special education programs, 36% of youths (Rutherford, 2002) in the juvenile system have a learning/language disability…how do we work to lower these numbers?  
8)  Should all U.S. youth learn to speak in a “Standard American English” dialect?  What are the reasons for or against? 

